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§ 1. Short title 

This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘Commodity 
Exchange Act.’’ 

(Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 369, § 1, 42 Stat. 998; June 15, 
1936, ch. 545, § 1, 49 Stat. 1491.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

This chapter superseded act Aug. 24, 1921, ch. 86, 42 
Stat. 187, known as ‘‘The Future Trading Act,’’ which 
act was declared unconstitutional, at least in part, in 
Hill v. Wallace, Ill. 1922, 42 S.Ct. 453, 259 U.S. 44, 66 L.Ed. 
822. Section 3 of that act was found unconstitutional as 
imposing a penalty in Trusler v. Crooks, Mo. 1926, 46 
S.Ct. 165, 269 U.S. 475, 70 L.Ed. 365. 

AMENDMENTS 

1936—Act June 15, 1936, substituted ‘‘Commodity Ex-
change Act’’ for ‘‘The Grain Futures Act’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1936 AMENDMENT 

Section 13 of act June 15, 1936, provided that: ‘‘All 
provisions of this Act [see Tables for classification] au-
thorizing the registration of futures commission mer-
chants and floor brokers, the fixing of fees and charges 
therefor, the promulgation of rules, regulations and or-
ders, and the holding of hearings precedent to the pro-
mulgation of rules, regulations, and orders shall be ef-
fective immediately. All other provisions of this Act 
shall take effect ninety days after the enactment of 
this Act [June 15, 1936].’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–9, § 1, Apr. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 154, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 16 of this title] may 
be cited as the ‘CFTC Reauthorization Act of 1995’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–546, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 3590, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 1a and 12e of 
this title, amending sections 2, 2a, 4, 4a, 6 to 6c, 6e to 
6g, 6j, 6p, 7 to 9a, 10a, 12, 12a, 12c, 13 to 13c, 15, 16, 18, 
19, 21, and 25 of this title, repealing section 26 of this 
title, enacting provisions set out as notes under sec-
tions 1a, 4a, 6c, 6e, 6j, 6p, 7a, 13, 16a, 21, and 22 of this 
title, and repealing provisions set out as a note under 
section 4a of this title] may be cited as the ‘Futures 
Trading Practices Act of 1992’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–641, § 1, Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3556, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 2271a of this 
title, amending sections 2a, 6b, 6c, 7a, 13, 13a–1, 15, 16, 
21, 23, 74, 87b, 1444, 1445b–3, and 1445c–2 of this title, sec-
tions 590h and 3831 of Title 16, Conservation, sections 
606, 609, 621, 671, and 676 of Title 21, Food and Drugs, re-
pealing section 14 of this title, and enacting provisions 
set out as notes under sections 20, 71, 76, 87b, and 2271a 
of this title and sections 601, 606, 609, 621, 671, and 676 
of Title 21] may be cited as the ‘Futures Trading Act of 
1986’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–444, § 1, Jan. 11, 1983, 96 Stat. 2294, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 2a, 12d, 25, and 26 of 
this title, amending sections 2, 4, 4a, 5, 6, 6a, 6c, 6d, 6f, 
6g, 6h, 6i, 6k, 6m, 6n, 6o, 6p, 7a, 8, 9, 12, 12a, 13, 13a–1, 
13a–2, 13c, 16, 16a, 18, 20, 21, 23, and 612c–3 of this title, 
and enacting provisions set out as a note under section 
2 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Futures Trading Act 
of 1982’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 95–405, § 1, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 865, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 13a–2, 16a, and 23 of 
this title, amending sections 2, 4a, 6c, 6d, 6f, 6g, 6k, 6m, 
6n, 6o, 7a, 8, 12, 12a, 12c, 13, 13a, 15, 16, 18, and 21 of this 

title and section 6001 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 
Procedure, repealing section 15a of this title, omitting 
sections 12–1 to 12–3 of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 2 and 20 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Futures Trading Act of 
1978’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 93–463, § 1, Oct. 23, 1974, 88 Stat. 1389, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 4a, 6j, 6k, 6l, 6m, 6n, 
6o, 6p, 9a, 12–2, 13–3, 12c, 13a–1, 15a, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 
of this title, amending sections 2, 4, 6, 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d, 6e, 
6f, 6g, 6i, 7, 7a, 7b, 8, 9, 11, 12, 12–1, 12a, 12b, 13, 13a, 13b, 
13c, 15, and 16 of this title and sections 5314, 5315, 5316, 
and 5108 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 
sections 2, 4a, and 6a of this title] may be cited as the 
‘Commodity Futures Trading Commission Act of 1974’.’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Power of Congress to regulate interstate commerce, 
see Const. Art. I, § 8, cl. 3. 

§ 1a. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 

(1) Board of trade 

The term ‘‘board of trade’’ means any ex-
change or association, whether incorporated 
or unincorporated, of persons who are engaged 
in the business of buying or selling any com-
modity or receiving the same for sale on con-
signment. 

(2) Commission 

The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission estab-
lished under section 4a(a) of this title. 

(3) Commodity 

The term ‘‘commodity’’ means wheat, cot-
ton, rice, corn, oats, barley, rye, flaxseed, 
grain sorghums, mill feeds, butter, eggs, Sola-
num tuberosum (Irish potatoes), wool, wool 
tops, fats and oils (including lard, tallow, cot-
tonseed oil, peanut oil, soybean oil, and all 
other fats and oils), cottonseed meal, cotton-
seed, peanuts, soybeans, soybean meal, live-
stock, livestock products, and frozen con-
centrated orange juice, and all other goods 
and articles, except onions as provided in sec-
tion 13–1 of this title, and all services, rights, 
and interests in which contracts for future de-
livery are presently or in the future dealt in. 

(4) Commodity pool operator 

The term ‘‘commodity pool operator’’ means 
any person engaged in a business that is of the 
nature of an investment trust, syndicate, or 
similar form of enterprise, and who, in connec-
tion therewith, solicits, accepts, or receives 
from others, funds, securities, or property, ei-
ther directly or through capital contributions, 
the sale of stock or other forms of securities, 
or otherwise, for the purpose of trading in any 
commodity for future delivery on or subject to 
the rules of any contract market, except that 
the term does not include such persons not 
within the intent of the definition of the term 
as the Commission may specify by rule, regu-
lation, or order. 

(5) Commodity trading advisor 

(A) In general 

Except as otherwise provided in this para-
graph, the term ‘‘commodity trading advi-
sor’’ means any person who— 


